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conflict. The fish is a phallic symbol; each phallic symbol is a sym-
bol of power, mental or physical. The fish is high in the air, is un-
attainable for her."
Objection by the present author: The interpreter presupposes
either that the little girl is conscious of the sexual difference be-
tween boys and girls, or that the symbol is innate. If we think,
however, in terms of the child, the elements of the dream may be
a realistic-symbolical expression. The child may have been told
that babies are brought by the stork who fishes them out of the
water. The child may have heard that birds lay their eggs in nests
hanging in trees. The condensation of fish and bird may be ex-
pressed as: fish in the tree. The child may fear that the mother is
trying to get another baby, namely, the fish down from the tree.
SECOND BREAM
"Last night a doggie came and ate me up."
Interpretation of the psychoanalyst: "Here she is the dog who
wants to eat other people and bite. Also here is a castration fear."
Objection by the present author: The transformation of the
dream expression into its opposite sense is completely unjustified;
in such a way we can transform any material from black to white
and white to black. If the child dreams of being eaten by a dog
she is not the dog but has a fear of the dog. In the world of the
child the dog frequently is a symbol of fear. To be eaten up means
to disappear. Now we ask: Why does she fear that she may dis-
appear? The preceding dream may give the answer. The possible
arrival of a new baby makes the child fear that she will lose her
role? that she will disappear from the interest of her parents.
This example indicates the first difference between psychoanaly-
sis and what we call "expression analysis." Expression analysis is
a direct interpretation of the expression, within the limits of the
child's orbit of experiences. We renounce the consideration of the
presence of innate symbols (even if they should exist), or the com-
plicated mechanism of substitutions and repressions.
The second difference between expression analysis and psycho-
analysis is that the expressive value should be studied by different
media. It is desirable to interpret not only the dreams, but also the
behavior and the graphic movements of the same child. Graphic
iBweiamts are an especially favorable object of investigation, as
fee the same expression is determined by several coordinates: the
farm wMefa can be measured, the expression to which an approach